
United Freelancers

BreackBack
18/11/2021

Sebastiaan Kennes, ACV-CSC



United Freelancers

02 244 31 00 |unitedfreelancers@acv-csc.be |www.unitedfreelancers.be    

mailto:|unitedfreelancers@acv-csc.be


Agenda 

• United Freelancers

• In practice: a trade union answer
• Individual

• Collective 



UNITED FREELANCERS





United Freelancers  

• Union open for all a-typical workers. 
• Self-employed workers

• Without staff

• Workers in the ‘sharing economy’ 

• Fiscal arrangement if <6390€

• Workers via payroll-services (Tentoo, Smart, Amplo…)

• Other

• Common issues: 
• Less social protection

• No collective bargaining rights





United Freelancers in practice

A Trade Union Answer



Individual level



United Freelancers – Individual level

• Support Center United Freelancers

• Questions, (contract) advice, legal disputes,…

• Partnerships with other service providers

• E.g. 
• Bogus self-employment

• Legal status: worker or self-employed

• Non-payment of invoices

• Corona support

• …







Webtool

Application



Collective action



Collective answer

1. Fight the legal status of platform workers (bogus self-employment) 

2. Change the Scope of Welfare legislation

3. Collective Negociations



1. Fight the legal status of some platform/sharing 
economy workers (bogus self-employment)
• Deliveroo case

• Fighting the Deliveroo Decision to only work with platform workers and self-
employed workers

• Legal fight: join the case initiated by a Belgian labour prosecutor

• See also: Parcel Delivery – PostNL & GLS for social fraude

• Uber Case
• Support Uber worker who went to the Belgian “Employment Relationship

Committee”
• Should I have a labour agreement or a self-employed agreement?







Uber – Decision Employment Relationship Committee



2. Change the scope of welfare legislation

• Proposition of law to extend the scope of welfare legislation to
employers that

• Are regularly engaging self-employed workers

• Are managing digital work platforms

• (Work with association workers)

• Work with domestic servants







3. Collective negociations

• In Companies:
• Taxis Verts

• https://www.hln.be/brussel/zelfstandige-chauffeurs-van-taxis-verts-bereiken-akkoord-over-
maandelijkse-royalty~a3ca5760/

• Non-payment of monthly royalties during Coronacrisis

• Sanoma
• ‘freelance connection’: consultation platform
• Contribution in the Trade Union premium
• Severance pay for freelancers

• Groups of more individual freelancers: 
• Freelance Interpreters United
• Career coaches

https://www.hln.be/brussel/zelfstandige-chauffeurs-van-taxis-verts-bereiken-akkoord-over-maandelijkse-royalty~a3ca5760/


But… Collective negociations, Is it allowed for 
self-employed workers?

• Ban on 'tariff agreements' (anti-cartel legislation), but…

• EU Digital Services Act: regulating the digital economy
• One of the ‘complementary initiatives’ = ‘‘look at ways of improving the labour

conditions of platform workers by launching a broader debate on working conditions in 
the context of the platform economy’
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Contact



Contact United Freelancers

• 02 244 31 00

• unitedfreelancers@acv-csc.be

• also:
• www.unitedfreelancers.be

• www.facebook.com/unitedfreelancersbelgium

• www.linkedin.com/showcase/united-freelancers

• https://twitter.com/Unitedfreelanc1

• https://www.instagram.com/unitedfreelancers/
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http://www.facebook.com/unitedfreelancersbelgium
http://www.linkedin.com/showcase/united-freelancers
https://twitter.com/Unitedfreelanc1
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Building representation



Building representation and/or protection
and collective action 

• Precarious situations

• Trust

• Understanding



Webtool 
Making good choices

Application
Based on correct information


